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Story of the Church, ſhould hold the Reins fo 
A. ſomething've flack, and let ſuch black Things as theſe 
as ſomething ſu paſs unpuniſh'd. "op | 
to reflect, that Nor am I at all expoſing che Church 


| h of Englend in this, I am ſure it is far 
Government, ſuc 4 | 


icuti | Deſi „ let them take it 4s 1 
n 2 Thing ſhould plecſe, That 1 4 — 


1 / Clergy, thoſe, who have the Government 


wholly unconcern'd about=— * 
But on the contrary, if any Man aſks-me, 
why I have expo d this Story, I anſwer, 
purely and fincerely, a far as in me lics, to 
ü 8 Heads of the Church to enter 
_— _ * „ to —— 
N par F C theſe abominable Things from among them, 
Would be thos end manag'd, ac berg. that their Enemies may have no Room to 
ap made. reproach their Diſcipline and Government, 
to give ſcandalous black Lifts of their 
ebauch'd Clergy 3 if this- be not a ber 
Vice 


586 5 


viee to the Church in their Efteem, I am 
forry for their Eye Sight. | 

In ſhort, Gentlemen of the Chutch of 
England, if you will bear a Word or two 
from one that is a Friend to your Refor- 
mation, take it thus; The Church of Eng- 
und will never maintain her Name in the 
World, keep up her Reputation, defend 
her ſelfagaintt the Diſſenters, and ſtand her 
Ground azainft Schiſm and Errors, tili ſhe 
revives her Diſcipline, and reſtores the 
Morals of her Clergy ——— This Nation 
will never make any ſubſtantial Progreſs in 
the Work of Reformation, whether of Re- 
ligion or of Manners, till the Mirifters in 


the Church, and the Magiſt;ates in the 


State will be pleas'd to reform rhewſelves, 
or are reform'd by their Superiore. 

To hear a Minifter of theChurchBlaſpheme 
that Bleſſed Name, by which he is, or pre- 
tends to he call'd ; to ſee a Preacher of Righ- 
teouſneſs be a Belcher of O2ths, a Guide to 


Salvation be a Defier and Inſulcer of Hea- 


ven; to hear a Minifter ſwear and cui ſe 
Thou that preacbeſt that Men ſhould not ſteal, 
DOST THOU ſteal ? Thou that ſazeft that Men 
ſhould not commit Adultery, DOST THOU 
commir Adultery ? Thou that aiborreſt Idols, 
Dos THOU commit Sacrilege; for the Name 
f GOD is bliſpbemc4 among the Gentiles 
710 ROW TOU ? Rom. 2. 21, 22, 23- 

Is this the Way to henour the Vocation, 
and lead by the Hand the dark World into 
che Light of Truth? Is this the Way 
to preſerve or ſecure the Church? No, nor 
w ill the Church of England be ever ſecut d, 
till her Diſcipline is reftor'd, and ſome new 
Courſe taken to put her Canon ftriftly in 
Execution zgainft all Manner of Vice, but 
elpecially among her Clergy: To ſay A 
Church can be ſafe, when ſhe is not reform'd 
ia Morals, I mean ber Minifters; when her 

Inſtradto-s are debauich'd, when the Sons 
of the Church become Sons of Sodom, and 
Guides to the Devil, is to fay, what we 
have very little Ground to hope for | 
A Miaiſter of the Goſpel, by how much 
the more Honourable he is by Office, Sa- 
cred in Perfon, and Reverend in Name, 
by ſo much the more odious and contempti - 
ble he grows, when he abandons his Morals, 
and gives bimſelf a Looſe in Debauchery— 


Nay, as they are Men moft capaNe of ſer- 
ving GOD. and their Country when ſober, 
and preſcrib'd ſo; Ithink, when they give 
themſelves up, they prove the worſt of Men 
They turn the Diametrical Oppoſites to the 
Employ they are dedicated to, they grow 
Factors of Hh, and Stock- Jobbers for the 
Devil; they drive Men to Deſtruction, and 
damn more hy theit Example, than they re- 
cover by their Dyfirine [ will not 
ſay, but a wicked Minifter may by bis 
Preaching be the Means of converting a 
Sinner; this may be; but we are too ſure, 
that he is the Cauſe, humanly ſpeaking, of 
the hardening many By the firſt, like 
an unſ{kilful Horſeman, he opens the Gate 
on the wrong ſide, lets other Folks through, 
and ſhuts himſelf out; but by the laſt, he 
holds Hell-Gate open, and like the Bell- 
Wether Sheep jumping in himfelf, the hare- 
brain'd Flock all jump in after bim. 

Let us now make Parallels 3 Do other 
Churches do thus, who have any Concern 
among them for the Honour of Religion in 
the World 2 Not the Proteſtant Churches 
abroad, not the Dutch, not the Diſſenters at 
home, not the Scots Presbyterian Church : 
No, Gentlemen, you that have endeavour'd 
to blacken her all you can, reproach'd her Ja- 
dicatories, and contemn'd her Miniftty=— 
You have nat once attempted to blame her 
Diſcipline z you have pretended they have 
de pos d Men innocent, tho* that iu not made 
vut either, but you cannot pretend the 
Guilty are conniv'd at, and het Clergy let 
run out into Exceſſeꝭ and kmmocalities. -- 

Now ler no Man miſtake me, | am not here 
making Compariſons of the Lives and Cor - 
vetſation of the Church of Iuglund Clergy 
with the Difſenters, or with the Clergy of 
the Charch of Seot land, black Lifts are none 
of my Deſign, nor do I delight to be raking, 
in the Lay Stall of Hymaplefrmity ; Mini- 
ſters are Men of like Paſſions with aus ſelves, 
ſubjea'to Crime aad Excurſions as well .a5 
other Men, and ought to he puniſh d as ſe 
verely, or indeed more ſeverely chan other 
Men, for hy ho much more they are exem- 
par in their Pradiees. But this Compariſon 
Fmuft make, viz. That, it ſeems to me, there 
are the moſt vicious Ctergymen ſuffer d, and 
the feweſt puniſh'd in the Church of Exg land, 
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of any Church or Society of Religions in 


theſe-Parts of the World, take it in Propor- 


tio to the Number, and this is not owing 
to a DefeA of Power ar a Defe& of Law, 
but a meer Defe&.of Pradtice. The Diſci- 
pline of the Church of Eyg/and has a true 
Edge to cut off all theſe Scandals, and if 
excecuted vigorovily and exactly, is as well 
calculated for the Reſtraint of Vice, both in 
Teacher and Hearer ; but what's the Law 
without an executive Application? What's 
the Diſcipline af the Church, unleſs the 
Dioceſan puts the Spirit of Reformation 
into thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it is to reſtore 
that Diſciplice to its full Exerciſe ? I am 
not ſpeaking,to the Diſhonour of che Church 
of Eng land at all, tis the Honour of the 
Church of Englard to have a very good 
Diſcipline ; my Propoſal is, to enquire whoſe 
Fault it is, that this very good Diſcipline 
is not put into a vigorous Exerciſe, that 
Vice and abuminable Scat dals may be purg'd 
out of this Nation, b2giuning 4: the San- 
* RFuary. 

When we have formerly ſpoken of the 
Looſ:neſs, Prophaneneſs and Immorality of 
the inferior Clergy in England, the general 
Anſeeris, Vell, well, your Diſſenting Minj- 
ſters are ſo, and ſo too; and ſo IF THEY 
CAN, and much Pains it coſts them to ſearch, 
dut find a Man of Crime among the Diſſenters, 
they poſt him up to *xcule. their oαn 
But really, Gentlemen, this is not the juſt 
E:quiry—— Will you come to this ? 
Who has the moſt vicious, wicked, debauch- 
ed Cle:gymen, that are openly koown, to 
be ſuch, permitteg, conniv'd at, and te- 
maining uncenſu'd among them It is 
got a Reproach fo any. Chureb or Body of 
Profcfſats, to have Hypocrites, ant f OL VES 
in Sheeps Cloathing among them, any mere 
than it was a Reprogdrto the Twe TA 
les,” that one 0 Hem wil a Deyil ; but 
the Reproach is, "when thjs Devil is FuoWo, 
aud Jet (uffer'd, embraFd 30d Je k. go yar 
puniſh'd. oF E: 1 9 8 4 

On this Head, we may, challenge the Ad- 
verſaries of the Church of SeorJang to tell us, 
where are the Men of Crime and Scandal 
among their Miniſters, .. 


cenſur'd, and who are not — Ny. 


ately to Juftice 2: No, Gentlemen, 1 
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you, there is not one Miniſter io the whole 
hurch, who dares give himſelf a Looſe in 
Vice; he would immediately be brought 
before the proper Judges of the Bounds, 
he gradually, and according to Fact rebuk'd, 
cenſur'd, ſuſpended, depriy'd, deposd 
No Minifter in Scotland could ſay ia one of 
their Presbyteries, G—d d-—mn be People, 
if they would not go to ſuch a Church, they 
mighs go 1be D. . | z He would be a Miniſter 
in that Church but a very few Hours af- 
ter it» 

The Want of Diſcipline ja a Church muſt 
certainly expoſe that Church to fatal Iacon- 
veniencies— What wouldall the Preaching 
of the Diſciples have bees, and what Im- 
pteſſion would it have made, if Judas had 
not been caſt out from among them? Ye 
complain of Schiſmaticks and Diſſenting from 
the Eftabliſh'd Church I tell ye freely, 
Gentlemen, you are the Men that make 
Diſſenters, that eſtabliſh them, and encreaſe 
their Number; you, who having the Rod 
of Diſcipline ia your Hands, ſuffer the vi- 
tious Lives of your own Clergy to mike the 
Holy Things of GOD odious to the People 
by their ſcandalous Behaviour, and take 
no Regard to puoiſh it; Theſe are the 
Men, who like the Sons of ELI, mike Men 
&bbor the Ofering.of the Lord, 1 Sam. 2. 17. 
And what faid Old Biſhop EL to them? 
Truly Nothing; but, nay my Sons, for it is no 
good Reportthas I bear of you, Cc. v. 24. and 
the reft of that Chapter will tell you, how 
GD reſented his Coldneſs of Diſcipline, 
andpuniſk'd it upon EL himſelf, as well as 


Phinegs the Jon 
warmer Zeal ſtahb 
A of. their prop ' moſt re- 
marbable Bleſſing of. 4 Covenant of Peace,, 
2 an. Everiaſting PFrieſtbood immediately 


he did the Crime 75 his Sons— Whereas, 
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Son, it is no good Report ia hear you * 
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